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Andrews Lees Prize Article Competition 2021
UKELA is pleased to announce its annual article competition - “The Andrew Lees Essay Prize”. 
Andrew Lees was the Campaigns Director for Friends of the Earth and a leading environmental campaigner on a range of issues from water pollution to illegal waste dumping.  He died suddenly in 1994 while on a working holiday in Madagascar campaigning against a large opencast mine. 

Article Question

"Anthropocentric notions of the value of nature at the heart of environmental law have failed to stem biodiversity loss”
Discuss.
Date for submission

Entries must be submitted between: 

· 22 February 2021 and 
· midday on 26 April 2021.

Prize
The winner will have the opportunity to present their essay (or a summary thereof) at the UKELA Annual Conference 2021 in a Speakers’ Corner slot (date and time to be confirmed). Speakers’ Corner is for our younger members to have a voice to speak about something about which they feel passionately. The winner will also receive a free place to join the online event.
The winner will also have their article published in UKELA’s journal e-law and on the UKELA website.
Who can enter?

The competition is open to any student, either under graduate or post graduate, trainee solicitor, pupil or solicitor / barrister with not more than 2 years’ post qualification experience and to those seeking to qualify to such a position
Essay requirements

Word Length: minimum of 1,000 words and a maximum 2,500 words, including quotes but not footnotes, tables or diagrams. No bibliography is needed.
The number of words should appear at the end of the article. If the article text exceeds 2,500 words your entry will be disqualified.
The prize is a Speaker’s Corner slot at the UKELA Annual Conference. This is a great opportunity for the winner to share their work. Please bear in mind that you will have 10 minutes so may need to adapt your essay accordingly. Do consider this when writing your entry. For more information on this year’s conference programme please visit the website
How to submit your entry

All articles and entry forms must be submitted electronically and in Word format. 
Please do not put your name or institution on your essay - your contact details should be included on the entry form only. 
Your essay and the entry form should be forwarded by email to Louise Hotchkiss between 22 February 2021 and midday on 26 April 2021. Any entries arriving after this time will be disqualified.
Judges

The judges have been appointed by UKELA Council and their decision on all matters relating to the competition is final. The winner will be announced the week beginning 24 May 2021.
Marking guidelines

The judges are looking for:

· An interesting and engaging essay

· a well-structured argument

· a good understanding and analysis of relevant environmental law

· a well written and researched essay with accurate citations
· an essay that can be adapted into a short and engaging presentation
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